
What is SUAA?

SUAA is the voice 
of active and retired  
public universities’ and 
community colleges’ 
employees.

SUAA is the only advocacy organization that 
focuses solely on preserving retirement and 
healthcare benefits for employees; their spouses 
and their survivors for today and for tomorrow.

  Why Join SUAA?

SUAA is a voluntary 
membership 
association 
funded entirely by 
contributions from its 

members. Without your support, we cannot 
protect your interests. 

The SUAA Record

SUAA defended 
current and retired 
employees from the 
unconstitutional 
provisions of Senate 

Bill 1 (PA 98-0599). Taking the fight all the way 
to the Illinois Supreme Court – and winning.

SUAA is taking on the unfair Tier II pension 
changes, so that newly hired employees will have 
the retirement benefits they deserve.

SUAA provides continuous tracking of pension 
and healthcare benefit issues, state funding and 
other related concerns.

SUAA works with its membership to assure 
that legislators, executive officers, and other 
policymakers are knowledgeable about member 
issues.

SUAA has been defending the rights of SURS 
members since it's founding in 1971.

SUAA continues its vigilance to preserve and 
protect the pension system, the healthcare plan 
and all other benefits provided for the well-
being of the 208,000 SURS participants and 
beneficiaries. 

SUAA is your safety net

SUAA led the charge to defeat Constitutional 
Amendment 49, which threatened retirement 
benefits for both current employees and retirees.

SUAA is defeating repeated attempts to roll 
back the modest tuition waiver benefit awarded 
university employees.

SUAA challenged and won the “Kanerva” case, 
blocking the state’s attempt to deny health care 
benefits promised to and earned by retirees and 
current employees.

SUAA is offering solutions that will ensure a 
stable and secure retirement system in the 
future, without cutting benefits.

SUAA takes the fight 
to the Supreme Court

Your SUAA membership 
shows we mean business

SUAA membership shows elected officials we are 
united and serious about protecting benefits for 
SURS members and their families, now and in 
the future.

SUAA membership is the best way to build 
relationships with other members of the State 
Universities Retirement System (SURS) through 
local chapters on each public university and 
community college campus.

SUAA provides the information you need to plan 
for the future and ensures you have access to the 
benefits and services you’ve earned. 

SUAA membership helps you stay up to date 
with the latest and most accurate information.

SUAA is a 501(c)(4) organization advocating 
for everyone who will receive benefits from the 
State Universities Retirement System (SURS).



Danger Ahead

Despite our recent victories, special interests 
continue to push punitive “reforms” to strip 
employees of their pension rights.

Having lost court cases to cut retiree benefits, 
powerful interest groups are now focused on 
active employees.

Healthcare benefits are under attack, with 
excessive co-pays and huge rate hikes proposed.

The modest partial tuition waiver benefit 
remains a target.

The state is ignoring the College Insurance 
Program (CIP) law that mandates funding to 
keep the program solvent.

Devastating cuts to higher education have been 
implemented and more are planned. 

Politicians continue to insist that the state budget 
be balanced on the backs of workers. 

SUAA is on the scene every day, fighting against 
these threats. We need your support!

www.suaa.org

State Universities Annuitants 
Association

217 E. Monroe, Suite 100
Springfield, IL  62701
Phone: 217-523-4040
Fax: 217-523-4044

Email: suaa@suaa.org

active employees are 
the next target

Join

Participate

Contribute
Lessening the value of higher education 
benefits and continuing to underfund higher 
education are shortsighted steps that do not 
serve the State of Illinois well.

Yet, too many inside and outside of state 
government continue to look for quick fixes on 
the backs of higher education workers. 

SUAA works every day at the Capitol on 
your behalf, but we cannot do it without you. 

Join SUAA today!

Be involved, diligent and vociferous in support 
of our grassroots efforts! Take a stand on 
legislative issues! Join SUAA today! 

www.suaa.org/joinnow.php




 Think you’re 

too young to 
join SUAA?

Think again!




